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same time, determined her conservatism, for they have counterbalanced the revolutionary spirit engendered, in France as elsewhere, by the tyranny of the privileged class in possession of authority and property. France, indeed, has invented, and become the propagator of, Syndicalism (as she always invents, because she thinks quickly, and because she has a gift for large clear ideas) ; but Syndicalism is less applicable, one might almost say less needed, in her case than in that of the other modern States. Yet, true as this is, it may be argued that Syndicalism is more needed in France than elsewhere, since at a time of social disintegration (when religious scepticism, political and financial scandals, parliamentary frivolity and general irresponsibility are corroding the sentiment of respect) the tyrannical discipline of Syndicalismmzy be the one element capable of transforming French individualism into an instrument of altruistic action, pending the economic adjustments of the society of the future. The dictatorial demagogues who founded Syndicalism may all unwittingly have been rendering a singular service to the ideal of Social order.1
1 Since the above was written a similar suggestion has been made by an astute realist, the late Minister of War in thePoincar6 Cabinet, M. Millerand. Interviewed by the Paris correspondent of the Neue Freie Presse on the question of the abolition of standing armies in consequence of modern social evolution, M. Millerand expressed the view that any such result would be disastrous for the Republic. " Compulsory education in neutral schools, the unbridled liberty now rife, freedom of speech and of the press," he said, " have made us a people in constant intellectual ferment, who run the risk of having all the elementary rules of any established social order utterly obliterated in our souls. Amid this atmosphere of complete liberty, in this chaos of confused ideas, the army intervenes, giving our children the sense of discipline and sacrifice without which man is an incomplete being. . . . The slow work of organization now proceeding will be greatly furthered by the development of Syndicalism." It is to be regretted that the French Minister of War did not develop this idea. If he had done so, it is likely that he would have explained himself in language resembling that used recently by Mr. Norman Angell in a series of suggestive articles on " The Labour